SHORT REFLECTIONS 


UPON THE 


MODE OF PEUTHERING, 


As Preſently Exerciſed in this City, by 


| The Right Honourable HENRY DUNDAS of leni, Lord Ad- 


* Governour; 3 


His Grace the DUKE. of BUCCLEUGH, Deputy Governour ; : 


Meſſrs MILLAR and CRAIG, Directors; 


And the remanent Members of the Political Company of the City of 
Edinburgh. | 


ry a Citizen of Edinburgh, I with heartily for proſperity to her 
intereſts, I feel deeply for what concerns her honour. 
1 is not then without much concern that I behold a ſcene of con- 
duct carried on for ſome days paſt by this political company, which, 
in my opinion, ftrikes much againſt the intereſts of the city, and be- 
yond diſpute deeply ſtains her honour. —With reſpect to her intereſt, 
ſo much has already been ſaid, ſo much publicly profeſſed, even by 
molt of the members of this political company, of the danger attend- 
ing the city's falling into the management of the Arniſton family, 


that it would be waſting time to ſpeak of it. Let me conſider, then, 
the 1 injury done to her . 
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The parts of Sir Laurence Dundas' 8 parliamentary conduct that 


are made the pretexts for ſo ſignal a deſertion of him, were as well 
known in April as they are now. — When he arrived in Edinburgh 
in the beginning of Auguſt, the Town- council met him with every 
appearance of ſatisfaction, —Convener Craig, unſent for, waited on 
| him at the houſe of a third perſon, and fat late with him, He ſeem. 
ed the friend, but was in reality the ſpy. —The Town-council dine! 
with Sir Laurence, in his own houſe, and the demonſtrations of 
ſatisf: action were repeated. They toaſted publicly at his table, That Sir 
, Laurence might repreſent them the third time.” To lull allecp every 
ſuſpicion, new and rare teſtimonies of reſpect. and approbation were diſ 
played. The Captain of the Trainbands, i in the name of his corps, invited 
Sir Laurence. to a ſumptuous entertainment, and the entertainers mit- 
ted no circumſtance that could expreſs the lincerity of their attachment, 


In private, their Captain declared to Sir Laurence s friends, that it would 


be productive of an acquaintance between Sir Laurence and the corps, 
and the means of introducing a more intimate connection between them. 
In public, the Captain, in giving the watch-word, dropped the uſu 
one, which is ſo often drunk to by the Members of the Kirk of Scot— 
land, and © Duxpas' was adopted in its place. The entertainment. 
laſted till a late hour; uninterrupted mirth and harmony were di 
played; and Sir 1 s new acquaintance did not ſcruple to de. 
clare the pleaſure they enjoyed in his company, To thele pubic 
profeſſions, private aſſurances were added; but inſtantly, upon intel 
ligence of the diſſolution of parliament, 1 Mr Craig aſſembled the con- 
venery, propoſed hinel If as candidate, and requeſted his brethren ct 


the trades, as a man, to abide by him. He obtained from! ſeveral | of 
them declarations in his favour, in conſequence of their laudabic 
ambition to have one of their brethren to repreſent them in parlia- 


ment; and the leaders of this political company having met together 01 


7 laſt, 2 5 ſeventeen members of council to declare for Ms 


£111 


tain Creech alſo, who hd entertained Sir Laurence, was pleaſed 
to turn over a new leaf. ! 
Convener Craig having chus inſulted ind: Sade his brethren, 
by forbearing to ſtand candidate, and by transfering his friends to 
Mr Millar, the governours and directors of this political company 
expreſſed the moſt diſgraceful diffidence of their friends. They were 
not ſatisfied with having their word; they would have their writing 
alſo. A TRUSTY hand was employed to write a letter, expreſſive of 
the ſubſcribers attachment to Mr Millar ; and ſeventeen ſubſcriptions 
were added to the epiſtle of this faithful ſeribe.— 
= ſtrange a manner impetrated this letter, they were ſtill jealous of 
their new friends. Nothing would ſatisfy them but the actual cuſ- 
tody of their perſons. And they are actually kept and carried about 
in the poſſeſſion of the Duke of Buccleugh, or Convener Gais, 
like debtors or criminals in the hands of a Meſſenger. | 
This is the reſpectful treatment which the Deacons receive from 


—Having in ſo 


the Duke of Buccleugh and Convener Craig. They repoſe no 
confidence in their honour or honeſty.” They make fure of their 
bodies It is to be hoped, by every well diſpoſed perſon, that the vo- 
ters themſelves wall take care of their Jouls. 
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Convener Craig having thus inſulted and degraded his brethren, 


by forbearing to ſtand candidate, and by transfering his friends to 
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